Edwin Mayor, 


Curia Special tent apud donum Mancio- 
nat. Jacobi Collet, Mil. unum vic. 
die Mercur. xxvii. die Aprilis in Heb- 
domada Paſche,1698. Annog, Regni 
Regis Willielmi Tertii, Angliz, &c. 


Decimo. - 


His Court doth defire Dr. 
Freeman, Dean of Peterborough, 
to Print his Sermon Preached 

on Tueſday laſt, at the Pariſh Church 
of St. Bridget's, before the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Governours of the ſe- 


veral Hoſpitals of this City. 


Goodfellow. 


Edwin Mayor, 


Curia Special tent apud donum Mancio- 
nat. Jacobi Collet, Mil. unum vic. 
die Mercur. xxvii. die Aprilis in Heb- 
domada Paſche,1698. Annog, Regni 
Regis Willielmi Tertii, Angliz, &c. 


Decimo. - 


His Court doth defire Dr. 
Freeman, Dean of Peterborough, 
to Print his Sermon Preached 

on Tueſday laſt, at the Pariſh Church 
of St. Bridget's, before the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Governours of the ſe- 


veral Hoſpitals of this City. 


Goodfellow. 


SERMON 
Preach'd before the 


| Right Honourable 


THE 


Lord Mayor, 


TIE 


ALDERMEN and GOVER NORS| 
of the ſeveral Hoſpitals of the City. | 


AF 


| TT 

| St. Bridgets Church, 
On Eaſter-Tueſday, 1698. 

Being one of the Anniverſary Spittle-Sermons. . 


By $4 FREEMAM, D. D. Dean of Peter- 
borough and Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty, 


LONDON, 


Printed by Tho. Warren for Thomas Bennet at the Half 
Moon in St. PauPs Church-Yard, 1698. 


i 


——_—_— 


lum 


Fo A 
SERMON 
Lord Mayor 


AND - 
COURT of ALDERMEN. 


I Cor. xv. 59. 


T herefore my beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfa$}, 
unmoveable always abounding in the Work of 

the Lord, for as much as ye know that your 

labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


N the words there are theſe two things: very 

I worthy of our ſerious Conſideration. - - 

| Firſt, A Pathetical exhortation to a moſt ſea- 

fonable and neceſſary duty, My beloved Brethren, be 
| B  ” 
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ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord. 

Secondly, A moſt powerful motive and argument 
to enforce it, For as much as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain in the Lord. | 

For the better and more uſeful underſtanding of 
both which I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you. | 


I. What's meant by the work of the Lord. 

IT. What it is to be ſtedfaſt and unmoveable in it. 

III. What, 70 abound i it. 

IV. In what ſence he that thus does the work of the 
Lord, bis Labour is not in vain in the Lord. : 

V. The truth and certainty of this Propoſition, 
That he that conſtantly and- faithfully does God's 
work, does it not in vain. The Apoſtle ſpeaks of it 
as a __ of knowledge, that might be demonſtra- 
ted, and his argument is taken from our Saviour's Re- 
ſurreQtion from the Dead, as you ſee in the beginning 
of the Chapter. bes yn 


T. What's meant by the work of the Lord, viz. That 
work that he hath ſet us about and expeQts 
from us, and thus is uſually divided into matters of 
belief and matters x4 pratFice. 

Matters of belief, as concerning the nature and At- 
tributes of God, the Perſons and Offices of his Eternal . 
Son and the holy Ghoſt ; theſe are ſummarily con- 
tain*d in that which is commonly calPd the Apoſftle's 
Creed, more fully expreft in the. Written word of 
God. The Church of Rome indeed would. have this 


written word to contain but a Part of our Faith and 


the reſt left to unwritten Traditions ; but if ana" 
| [2] 


before the Lord Mayor: 


of God was committed to Writing by the DireCtion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, then is writing the beſt way to 
convey down Divine Truth ; and if Writing be the 
beſt way, then is all of it written, becauſe the Holy 
Ghoſt does always what is beſt : Writing is either 
the beſt way, or it is not. If it be not, Why was a- 
ny of it written ? If it be, Why not the whole ? .. 

Matters of Praftice, Thoſe are in a great-mea- 
ſure diſcover'd by the light of Nature ; Epitomiz'd 
and written, as it were in a ſhort hand, in the Ten 
Commandments, more fully Exptain'd, improv*d and 
perfected in our Saviour's moſt Divine Sermons on 
_ the Mount : - Amongft theſe Almes and Charity de- 
ſervedly take the firſt place, a duty made neceſſary 
by innumerable Precepts , Illuſtrated by a moſt Glo- 
rious Example, made Eaſy by Promiſes of Divine 
Afiſtance, made Pleaſant andProfitable by aſſurances 
of unſpeakable rewards. 

IT. Whatit is to be ſtedfaft and unmoveable in the 
work of the Lord. 

Theſe words particularly relate to that part of our 
duty which Concerns our belief, and fo, to be ftedfaft 
and uanmoveable in it;denotes a firm and reſolvd Tem- 
per ofMind. in adhering to and perſevering in the pro- 
feſſion of it, in oppoſition either to the being ſhaken 
from it, by the violence of perſecution, or corrrupted 
in it by the inſinuations of hereſy ; Bleſſed be God,we 
are deliver*d from the fear of the former, and T wiſh 
I could ſay, we were in no danger of the latter ; 
St. Jade exhorts us —_ to contend for the faith once 
deliver*d to the Saints, tor this reaſon , there were cer- 
tain Men crept in unawares, Ungoaly Men turning 
the grace of” our God into laſciviouſniſs and denying the 
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only Lord God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.. The Goſpel 
of Chriſt was ſo abundantly confirm'd by the many 
Miracles he wrought, and the accompliſhment of 
all Prophecies that went before concerning him, that a 
Man may as well ſay, the Sun is dark , as that the 
Goſpel is not true ; ſtrange is it therefore that there 
ſhould be any amongſt us Baptiz'd into it and Educa- 
ted in the profeſſion of it, that ſhould not only ſecret- 
ly but openly oppoſe and Blaſpheme it , ridiculing 
the Sacred Scriptures and all reveal'd Religion as 
Cheat and Impoſture. They own, they tell us, the 
being of God and-Providence, the difference between 
Good and Evil, Rewards and Puniſhment inthe other 

World ; the Bible, they are contented: ſhould paſs 
_ fora pretty good Hiſtory of matters of FaQ, and the 
Chriſtian morals they admire above all the Schemes 
of morality that ever were in the World before it. 
But yet they ſee nothing here but what the light of 
Nature might have diſcover'd and the reaſon of 
Mankind have found out ; and therefore they ask 
what neceſſity was there that God ſhould ſend his 
Son into the World to teach Men that which they 
knew before, and by his Death to make atonement 
for Sin, which to the greater Glory of his Grace, he 
. might have forgiven without one. The DoQtrines of 
the Trinity and Incarnation are riddles to them, which 
becauſe they cannot unfold, they will not believe, and 
for the ſake of them disbelieve all the reſt. And 
here fall in another gang of Men not much different 
from the former, who, whileſt they profeſs to.own 
the Chriſtian Faith do, by expounding away ſome of 
the chief and fundamental Articles of it, dangerouſly 
ſap and undermine it ; theſe are the Men that can 


fwallow 
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ſwallow nothing but what they can graſp and fa- 
thom , believe nothing but what they can diſcover 
the cauſes and manner of , and a clear and diſtin. 
perception of things is tothem the only Foundation 
of Faith as well as of knowledge. This they call 
Senſe and Reaſon , as if there was none in believing 
the Revelations of God, as if there was no difference 
to be made betwixt. things contrary to Nature, and 
things Superior to'it and above it, and as if theſe Jat- 
ter, when clearly taught in the Divine Oracles were 
not the propereit ohjeCcts of Faith. So that as our 
Saviour baff*d all the Temptations of the Devil , fo 
may we ſilence all the objeQtions of theſe Pretenders 
to Reaſon, Scripture eft, Ir is written, and TI believe it : 
After all, it may be all the reaſon they have againſt 
the Goſpel is, that the Goſpel! is againſt them, they 
will not. believe that Goſpel which condemns thoſe 
Vices they are reſolved not to forſake , they repented 
not that they might believe ; but could we perſwade 
theſe Men to change their Lives, we ſhould: find it 
no hard matter to convince their judgments, the. 


paſſage being eaſy from Virtue to Chriſtianity. 


__ HT. Whatit is to abound in the Work of the Lord, 

- Now this phraſe, reſpeCts.the prattical part of our 

Duty, and chiefly that of Charity, as the former 
did the Credential ; and ſo to. abound in the Work of 
the Lord, is to riſe to the higheſt degree of all Virtue, 
that our Nature aſſiſted by the Grace of God is ca- 
pable of,and eſpecially of the Grace of Charity : And 
being particularly applyed to this Grace, it ſignifies, 
to give all ſorts of Alms, to all forts of Men; and 
that in the largeſt meaſures, wherein their wants 
may 
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may crave, and our own abilities can reach unto. 
To enlarge on this, I ſhall not need to do more than: 
to read to you this zr#e Report, and turn your Eyes 
on this glorious Sight here before you. 


The true Report, 8c. 

Here are five Eminent Hoſpitals, all full of variety 
of Indigent and Diſtreſſed Perſons; and every one 
of them a moft powerful Argument, to melt . your 
Hearts into a flowing Stream of Merey and Bounty 
to them : If you are ready to give, and defire only 
to be directed how you may do it wiſely and ſafely ; 
I grant, it is a juſt Confideration ; but here you can- 
not do amiſs, you may pick and chooſe; though, if 
you would abound, the beſt way is to give to all. 

The firſt that preſents it ſelf is the Hoſpital of 
Chriſt-Charch; concerning which, I am very ſorry to 
 fay, fo heavy a Debt lies upon her Revenue, that, as 
I am infornvd, ſhe has not been able for theſe three 
Years to add one to the number of her poor Orphans ; 
and that nothing but a large and generous Contributi- 
on can open herArms and Gates again to receive them. 
Do bur enter a little within her Walls, how few are 
there in the World that can vie with her, for the 
Beauty of her Buildings, the Commodioufneſs of her 
Apartments, the Excellency of her Government, the 
Wiſe and Faithful Management of her Revenue, the 
exatQt Order and Diſcipline that's kepr in her ? 

See how Wholeſomely thoſe poor Children are 
Fed, how Decently Clothed, how Diligently Taught, 
how Religiouſly Educated, Inftrufted in the Know- 
ledge of God and our Saviour, in their Duty to Him, 
Themſelves, and Others ; fecur'd in their Faith from 

Errour, 
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Errour, and in their Manners from Vice ; trained 
up in the moſt uſeful Learning ; and when duly fit- 
ted and prepar*d, either ſent ro- the Univerſity, or 
put out tofuch Callings or Employments, as are moſt 
ſuitable to their Genius, and will be moſt ſervice- 
able to the Community. 

See what a great. number of Hopeful Plants are 
' here, which by degrees, with the Bleſſing of God 
may grow up and bear much Fruit for the Publick 
Good and Safety. 

Now is not here a Noble Occaſion for an abounding 
Charity ? Will it not be for your Eternal Honour to 
open theſe Sluces, and remove thoſe Damms that 
have for a while ſtop'd up part of this Fountain, 
that it could not flow in fo large a Stream, as other- 
wiſe it would have done? May not the Rich and 
Great, had they Minds ſuitable to their Abilities, 
create here a never failing Fund, raiſe an Inexhaufti- 
ble Bank of Bleſſings for their Families and Poſteri- 
ties ? 

Next to this are the Hoſpitals of St. Bartholomew - 
and St. Thomas ; and here the Blind and the Lame, 
the Sick and theWounded,with the moſt moving and 
powerful Rhetorick, that of Painas well as Poverty, 
addreſs to you, that you would with Compaſſionate 
Hearts, Soft and Tender Hands help to bind up 
their Wounds and heal their Sores ; theſe Miſerable 
Wretches want not only Food and Rayment, but 
Hands and Feet-too, that ſhould ſupply the other ; 
and the more diſabled and ſhiftleſs their State is, the 

eater Obligation are Men. under to Adminiſter to 
Fei Neceffities ; whatour Bleſſed Lord did on Earth 
by Miracle and without Means, the Good Man _ 

ere 


A Sermon Preach'd 


here by his Charitable Afſiſtances,he makes the Blind 
to See, the Lame to Walk, the Sick to Recover, and 

the Diſeaſed to be Whole. ; . ., Pe IN 
- In the Hoſpital of Br:dewe/, beſides a number of 
Youths brought up Yearly at a vaſt Expence to di- 
verſe Arts and Trades, here we have Vice Corre&ed, 
Wayfaring Vagrants Relieved, and ſent Home to 
their proper Places of Abode : And can there be a 
more acceptable Charity to God and Men, than that 
which is employ*d in ſuppreſſing Lewdneſs, and Re- 

forming the Manners of looſe People ? | 

The laſt is Berhlem, and here though the Lunatick 
and DiſtraQted, being not ſenſible of their Condition, 
cannot make it known to you, yet, I think, the ſad- 
neſs of their Condition is the moſt melting Oratory 
in the World, Can we behold thoſe, whom we for- 
merly knew to be Perſons of good Underſtanding, 
and wiſe Behaviour ; it may be of great Abilities, as 
to Judgment and Wit, now in a fſenceleſs ' Condi- 
tion , either under a deep filent Melancholy , or ra- 
ging with hideous Noiſes,and broken Speeches ? Can 
we ſee ſo Noble a Creature as Man become a meer 
Brute ? The Glorious Image of God Stampt on him 
ſo miſerably defac'd ? and have no Pity and Concern 
for them ? Can there be any Charity like that 
which reſtores a Man to himſelf, and a. right Mind, 
which fixes his roving Fancy, methodizes his con- 
fus'd Thovghts, diſpels the Miſts and Vapours that 
fit ſo thick on his Underſtanding,, and give a falſe 
TinQure and Colour to all beforeit ; which. couches 
the eye of his Reaſon, and reſtores to. it its true diſ- 
cerning and dftingutdung Faculty ? A Diſeaſed Body 
is a very great Affliction ; buta Difſtemper'd Mind 1s 
unſpeakably 
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unſpeakably ſo ; and that Mao muſt be void of Huma- 
nity as well as Grace, that does not readily come in 
to the ſuccour of ſo deplorable an Obje&t. 

After all hadſt thou rather Contribute to New 
Foundations than Enlarge or Aſſiſt the Old ? In the 
name of God, go on and proſper ; here's room 
enough for more, great Need, if not abſolute Ne- 
ceffity for Work-Houſes , and a Publick Stock to 
ſet the Poor to Work in them ; and this certainly, 
muſt be owned to be a moſt uſeful Charity, which 
keeps the Poor at once from Starving, and from 
Sloth-, and in ſome degree, makes them helpful 
to the Publick, that are now an intolerable Bur- 
den to it ;* This would very much leſſen the Num- 
| ber of your Street-Beggars , which, perhaps, can 
effeCtually be done no other way , whilit as other 
Hoſpitals may maintain the Poor that cannot work, 
theſe may employ thoſe that can , and ſo put them 
ina way to maintain themſelves. 

In ſum,would you place your Charity to the great- 
eſt Advantage, where it may turn to the beſt Ac- 
count ? Put it into their Hands, of whoſe Prudence, 
Faithfulneſs, and Care, you have had ſo great Experi- 
ence ; theirs, who not only manage other Mens 
Charities, but give their own. 


To the Immortal praiſe of the Governours of 
this great City, and the ſeveral Hoſpitals of ir, 
it muſt be ſpoken ; here Charity gains its point, and 
obtains its true end ; here are the greateſt Exam- 
ples of Charity, here all the Provident, Diſcreet, and 
Upright Management of it. 

£5 C Give 
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Give me now leave to become an humblePetitioner 
to you, but it is only to do as you havedone already, 
or rather to abound; and if it be not a Matter of too 
great a Difficulty, to out-do your ſelves ; always 
remembring, that your Labour, that is, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, your Labour of Love, and Work of Charity 
is ot in vain inthe Lord: And this leads me to the 
fourth Particular. | 

TV. In what Senſe he that does the Work of the 
Lord Faithfully and Conſtantly, his Labour is not is 


vain in the Lord. 


1Tim.4:4. 


There is a pews in the Words, a great deal more 
implyed than expreſs*d. 1s not in vain, that is, ſhall 
turn to his huge Advantage ; ſometimes in this World, 
but always in the next. ' Goalizeſs, ſays the Apoſtle, 
has the Promiſe of this Life, and of that which is to come : 
God uſually requites. Men in that very way wherein 
they endeavour to Glorify Him ; ſo that for thoſe, 
who, for God*sfake impart their Subſtance to their 
poor Brethren, he in regard thereto many times 
bleſſes their Eſtates, and profpers their Dealings ; 
but Good-men are not always Happy 1n this World, 
and its no great matter, *tis but little worth : But in 
the other World he ſhall never miſs of it, and the 
Happineſs there is Infinite and Eternal; enough to 
make him amends for all his Labours and Sufferiqgs, 
and to give him unconceiveably more. You cannor 
expe& that I ſhould give you a full deſcription of 
Heaven,or of thofe conſtant Joys holy Souls are there 
taken up with. We mult firſt be in Heaven our- 
ſzlves, and experience in our own Souls thoſe Glori- 
ous, Pleaſant, and Delightſome AﬀeCtions and Attions, 


wherewith 
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wherewith the Saints above do live on God, before 
we can give any good account of them to others : 

Holy writ ſometimes repreſents them by things 
the moſt coveted and admir*'d in this World,by Crowns, 
and Thrones, e,1d Scepters, by a Banquet and Marriage- 
Feaſt, and the like ; not that the Joys of Heaven 
conſiſt in the Enjoyment of theſe, bur to let us ſee 
that they are infinitely more Delightful and Raviſhing 
to Souls purifyed and made: meet for them, than all 
theſe things can be to the Men of this World : 

But the expreſſions in Scripture that come the near- 
eſt, and diſcover moſt of the Heavenly State, are theſe 
two, ſeeing God, and being with Chriſt. 

Seeing God, Oh the tranſporting Knowledge ! The 
Raviſhing view of his Glorious Countenance ! Oh 
the infinite Pleaſure of Loving God, and of the full 


aſſurance of being belov'd by Him ? We ſhall be like ; jor.z.2, 
be | 


Him , for we ſhall ſee him as he is, We ſhall 
transform'd into his Image, and made partakers of 
his Nature , and conſequently of his Happineſs as 
far as we are capable of it ; for certainly thoſe Per- 
feftions will make Men Happy , that make God 
himſelf to be ſo. The other is 


Being with Chriſt : Then we ſhall ever have our pyil.1.23. 


Redeemer before our Eyes, and the livelieſt Senſe, 
and freſheſt Remembrance of his dying, bleeding 
Love always upon our Souls: Oh how will it fill 
our Hearts with perpetual Raviſhments, :to ſee him 
who ſuffer?d ſo much for us on Earth, Crown'd 
with Immortal Hogour and Glory in the higheſt 
Heavens A Glory ſo Tranſporting ! That thoſe 


three Apoſtles, Peter, James, and John, when at his 
; C 2 Tranſ- 
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Matt. 17, 
2. 


Transfiguration they ſaw but a glimps, had as it 
were but a flaſh of it, would never have left the 
Place which it once had lighten'd : Maſter, it is good 
for us to be here, let us go down no more, let us Pula 
three T abernacles, one for Thee , and one for Moſes, 
and one for Elias. 

V. I proceed to the laſt Particular , the Truth 


- and Certainty of this Propoſition ; the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


of it asa thing of Knowledge that might be demon- 
ſtrated, for as much as ye know : And, ; 
1. Every Man carries a witneſs of this Truth a- 
bout him in his own Breaſt, the natural DiQtates and 
Teſtimonies of his own Conſcience ; for how comes 
it to paſs that Men are ſo brave and comfortable in 
their Spirits, when they have done Well and Wor- 
thily, that they are then courted and kindly warmed 
in their Hearts with Peace and Joy ; that they can < 
look up to God with Delight, and towards Death 
without Conſternation ? And on the other fide, what's 
the cauſe that their Spirits are down,their Countenan- 
ces fallen, and all things look black and melancholy 
round about them, when they are conſcious to them- 
ſelves of having liv'd Wickedly, and done baſe and 


unworthy AQtions ? What other account can be gi- 


ven of this remarkable diverſity in Men's ſecret 
Senſe ? But only this, it's the Voice of God and Na- 
ture, telling them as they did Cain, if thou do## well, 
ſhalt thou not be accepted, but if thou doſt ill, Sin lies 
at the door, 

2, It's evident from the Nature and Attributes of 
God, who being infinitely Juſt, muſt render to every 
Man according to his Works, and that either here, or 

EE hereafter ; 
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hereafter;but he does not hear,for there is a Righteous 
Man to whom ir happens according to the way of the 
Wicked, and a Wicked Man to whom it happens ac- 
cording to the way of the Righteous ; and therefore 
he muſt hereafter,when the Righteous ſhall be Com- 
forted, and the Wicked Tormented. It was by 
this Argumeat chiefly, that a conſiderable part of the 
Heathen World arriv*d to a good degree of Belief, as 
to another Life ; they obſerved that Good Men ma- 
ny times were Oppreſsgd, and Wiſe Men loft their 
Liberty, that the Unjuſt Cauſe proſper*d, whilſt 
Truth and Righteouſneſs were driven into Corners ; 
and therefore they concluded that there would be an 
after-day of Reckoning, when the moſt Juſt God 
would diſtribute Rewards more ſuitable to the Na- 
ture of Men's Actions ; and they who like God did 
Excellent Things, ſhould like God have an Excellent 
Portion. This is the Apoſtles Argument in this 
Chapter, where ſpeaking of thoſe times of Perſecu- 
tion, he fays, zf only in this Life Good-Men had hope 
in Chriſt, they were of all Men moſt Miſerable ; and = 9: 
that, as to his own particular, it was to no purpoſe 
that he had been condemn'd, (as their cuſtom at 
Epheſus was to treat MalefaQtors) to Combat with 
wild Beaſts on the Theatre; if there was no Life 
after this, then the Epicure had ſome reaſon on his 
ſide, when he faid, /et us Eat and Drink, for tover. 32. 
Morrow we Die. 

}. We have the concurrent Teſtimony of all 
Nations and Religions to confirm this Truth ; how 
diſagreeing ſoever the Religions of the Heathens 


were in other Matters, in this there was an una- 
nimous 


A Sermon Preach'd 


nimous and univerſal Conſent, that there was an 


other Life after this, of Rewards apd Puniſhmeats. 
Hence aroſe the many Fables of the Poets, concern- 
ing the Puniſhment of wicked Men in Hell, and 
their Deſcriptions of the E/yſian Fields, which they 
made to be the happy Seat of Holy and Innocent 
Souls ; hence was it that thoſe Good Heathens 
who were Conſcious to themſelves of having lived 
up to the Light they had,ſpake ſuch excellent Fhings 
of the Future State, and were ſo Fearleſs and Un- 
daunted when they came to Die. "Thus Pythago- 
ras taught his Schollars, that 1/ they liv'd Vertuouſly 
here, they ſhould after Death go to Heaven, be like God 
and enjoy him with all thoſe great and noble Soals that 
were gone before them; and Cato and Socrates not onl 
laid it down for a truth , that after Death it would fare 
infinitely better with good Men than with bad ; but as 
they are repreſented in the Meng of Tally and 
Plato , were under ſich feeling and paſſionate ap- 
prehenſions of the happineſs of another Life , zhat 
they breatld and panted after it, Now how it came 
to paſs that all the ſeveral Parties and SeQs in Re- 
ligion in all the Nations of the World , whilſt they 
fo fiercely difputed and contended about other mar- 
ters, ſhould be fo unanimous m this point of future 
rewards and puniſhments , cannot eaſily be-refoly'd 
into any thing elſe, but either. into ſome Principles 
of Reaſon which are common to all Men, or elſe 
ſome Revelation that was made very early by Gad 
in the beginning -of the World ; Be it one or Yother 
of theſe, either proves the Propoſition ; for if they 
agreed in the perſwafton of a future ſtate "_ the 
orce 
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force of Natural Principles , what greater evidence 
can there be that they reaſoned truly, than that all 
that uſed their reaſon ſhould argue alike, and agree 
in the ſame concluſion: But if their agreement herein 
was the effeAt of ſome early Revelation from God, 
what ſtronger Argument can there be that the Re- 
velation was full and clear, than that it hath ſpread 
ſo wide, and laſted ſo long in the World ; and if 


there. was ſuch a Revelation, (as it is probable there 


was from the Prophecy of Enoch, the ſeventh from 
Adam, mention'd in St. Jude's Epiſtle,) it might 
eaſily be propagated till it came down to Noah , and 


when the Nations came to be divided and di- 


ſperſed, the ſeveral Heads of Tribes and Families, 
being all ' Noah's Poſterity, might carry ir along 
with them where-ever they went, and leave it in 
Charge with their Children, as a thing of the 
greateſt Conſequence to Mankind, to be convey*d 
down ſucceſſively to all Generations. 

4. After all this, Whether Natural Light can give 
ſufficient Security of a future Glorious Reward to 
Good Men, it matters not much, now that we 
have Divine Revelation ; our Saviour hath brought 
Life, and Immortality to light, and fully demonſtrated 
the certainty of it,, by his ReſurreQtion from the 
Dead. And this is the Apoſtle's Argument in the 
beginning of this Chapter. 

In our Saviour*s Refurreftion we may behold not 
only his Triumph over Death, but ours alſo, being 
aſſured by his of our own to a Bleſſed Immorta- 
lity. That our Saviour did ariſe from the Dead, 


is abundantly confira'd by the Teſtimony of a 
great 
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ver. 7. 9- great number of credible Witneſſes, He was ſeer, 
ays the Apoſtle, of Cephas, then of the twelve, 
then of five hundred Brethres at once, And that 
his ReſurreAion is enough to begert in us a firm 
Belief of a Glorious State of Happineſs in the 0- 
ther World, appears from hence : 
1. As his ReſurreQtion gives us the greateſt 
aſſurance of the 'Truth of his Doctrine,and therein,'of 
. the Article of Everlaſting Life. It being granted, 
that nothing leſs than a Divine Power can raiſe the 
Dead, it cannot be ſuppoſed that the God of Truth 
would employ it to bear witneſs to a Falſhood. 
Our Saviour as he was Man, could not raiſe himſelf, 
no more than one that's Dead can give it felf Life. 
The Devil would not do it, had he been able, it be- 
ing apparently DeſtruQive to his Intereſt and King- 
dom ; it could be nothing but the Power of God ; 
and if God is as True as he is Powerful, he cannot 
be ſuppoſed to work a Miracle toatteſt a Lye. , 
2. As his ReſurreQtion gives us a diſcharge 
from the Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin,and ſo opens to 
all Believers the Kingdom of Heaven. As God in 
the Death of our Saviour did manifeſt his Wrath 
towards us, and execute his Juſtice upon us, ſo in 
raiſing him from the Dead, he hath declared him- 
lf appeaſed, and his Juſtice ſatisfy*d ; as we in his 
Sufferings were Puniſhed, the Iniquity of us all being 
laid upon him, fo in his Reſurrettion we are acquitt 
and reſtor'd to Grace. So ſpeaks the Apoſtle, he 
Rom. 4. was delivered for our Offences, and roſe again for our 
25- * TJuſtification: And again, Who ſhall lay any thing to 
the Charge of God's Elect? It is God that juſtifieth ; 


who 
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who is he that: condemneth?* It's Chriſt that Died, yea 
rather that is Riſen again, who is alſo at the Right-Hand 
of God, making Interceſſion for us. _ 

3- As the Reſurrettion of  Chrift infers ours, 
Chriſt's Reſurre&ion not only demonſtrates the poſ 
fibility of ours, but gives an ample aſſurance of it : 
His raiſing himſelf, ſhews that he hath in him a 
Power to raiſe us ; and his being our Head and Re- 
preſentative, that he hath a Will, as well as a 
Power to do it ; ſo that we are already riſen in our 
Cauſes, ſince our Head and Repreſentative is riſen, 
and hath the ſame'Power gnd Will to raiſe us, as he 
had to raiſe himſelf, hence he is called rhe firſt Born 
from the Dead, and the firſt Fruits of them that riſe ; 
that is, the Pledge and Hanſel of our ReſurreQion. 
The firſt Fruits under the Law hallow?d all the reſt, | 
The Jews were oblig's when they reap'd their Levit. 23. 
Harveſt to bring a Sheaf of the firſt. Fruits to the 7 
Prieſt ; and when . this Oblation was made, *twas 
in lieu of all the reſt, and the whole lump was hal- 
low'd by. it ; So that as that one Sheaf had relation 
to the whole Harveſt, fo the Reſurreftion of Chriſt 
implies that of - his : Members : Well then might 
St. Peter break out into Bleſſing and Praiſing.of God 
on this account, . Bleſſed be the God and. Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; which , according ta his abandaxt i pet, 1,;, 
Mercy , hath begotten us again unto a Lively Hope, 

6; #ATiISe Cnc , as another Greek Copy: has it,. to.a 
Hope of Life, by the Reſurrefios of Jeſus Chrift 
from the. Dead, to an Taberitance incorraptible. and un= . 
defiPd, and that fades not away, reſerv'd in Heaven 


for you. 
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To conclude;What a mighty Encouragement have 
we here to perſevere in the Paith of Chriſt, and to 
abound in every Good Work? —\ 

- This ſfolemnity. returns every Year, atd.you have 
had all the Arguments ro Charity over atid over preſt 
upori | you; you Tave, been” told. more than' once, 
that it's' the moſt Natural, the moſt Neceſſary, the 
moſt Pleaſant, the moſt Profitable, the moſt Chri- 
ſtian, nay, the moſt Godlike . Virtue.. 7 

- Weat this ſeaſon commemorate theReſurre&tion of - 
our Lord from the Dead, and our beſt conformity to'it 
is'a Divine Life; '1/ ye 8x be ae with Chriſt, ſeek 
rhoſe Things that are above,where Chriſt fits at the Right- 
Hand of God: Set your Aﬀettions on Things above, 
and not on' Things here below ; "that is," if ye will de- 
monſtrate your fefves 'to be Chriſtians indeed, riſen 


' with Chriſt, and alive to God as'Chrift is ; you can 


do it no other way than by a geterous contempt of 
this World, and a Life of Cha n_y RD 

It is 'to the Righteous and Charitable, that we 
owe all our National Bleffings ; they are the Pillars 


that fupport our Fabrick, which otherwiſe would 


foort crack about our Ears,. and fink under the. load 
of our Sirs and Follies : Yoo cannot bur” be fenfible, 
how very looſe, and prophane an Ape we live in; 
Atheiſm and Infidelity, and orher DoQtrines dire! 
tending that way, gever abounded fo much among 
us as now they do! Theſe. are impudent atid daring 
Sins, they do as it were challenge and'defy God to his 
Face ;| and -wete it not that” Holy and Charitable 
Souls, like Moſes, fland in'the gap, and keep off 
God's Judgments from us, we might juſtly = = 
rat 
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Wrath would be kindled againſt us to the uttermoſt, 
and burn up our Place and Nation. 

I hope, I need ſay nothing more to keep this Holy 
Fire alive within you, burning in your Breaſts, and 
flaming out in your Actions ; Remember *tis the Work 
of the Lord, that which he moſt ſtritly Enjoyns, and 
will moſt gloriouſly Reward ; for as much as ye know 
that your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


ERRATAA. 
PE 3« line 1, dele a, fo 7+ 1.4. for or read and. 
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